1.0. Purpose 

This study presents a grammatical sketch of Tausug, a Philippine language spoken 
principally on the island of Jolo by approximately more than 300,000 speakers. The 
language data which were used were elicited from the dialect of Tausug spoken in the 
town of Jolo.^ This study concerns itself primarily with describing the constituent 
structure of the simple sentences of Tausug. 

!.!• Phonemes 

Tausug has seventeen consonants and three vowels. The consonants are/p, t, k, 
q (glottal stop), b, d, j (voiced alveopalatal affricate), g, m, n, N, 1, r, f, s, h, w, y/. /pa:y/ 
'pala/, /ba:y/ 'house', /tahun/ 'year', /dahun/ 'leaf, /ka: tas/ 'paper', /ga tas/ 'milk', /lawaq/ 
'lake',/jantuN/ 'hearf ,/maqas/ 'elder', /bana/ 'husband',/f atima/ 'Fatima',/saNa/ 'branch', 
/kaliq/ 'dig', /kari/ 'come', /sabab/ 'because', /haluq/ 'rotten', /lawag/ 'look for', /bayu/ 
'pound'. 

Pol has a voiced bilabial fricative variant that occurs only between vowels, 
/kaqibanan/ 'others', /babuy/ 'pig', /g/ has a voiced velar fricative variant that occurs only 
between vowels, /bagay/ 'friend', /dagat/ 'sea'. /j/,/r/ and/h/ occur only in syllable-initial 
position. /jambaNan/'garden',/bajuq/'dress',/ramadan/'seasonforfasting^,/kari/ 'come', 
/haluq/ 'rotten', /bayhiyuq/ 'cheeks', /f/ occurs only in proper names, /fatima/ 
'Fatima'. 

The vowels are f\l, a high close front unrounded vowel; /a/, a low open central 
unrounded vowel; H, a high close back unrounded vowel, /bitis/ 'leg', /buNa/ 'fruif , 
/baNa/ 'pof . 



IM has a shorter variant that occurs in closed syllables preceding velars and in open 
syllables preceding/y/. /pikpik/ 'wings', /bayhiyuq/ 'cheek', /u/ has a shorter variant that 
occurs immediately before /w/ and a mid close back rounded variant that occurs 
immediately following /a/, /suwaq/ 'lemon', /taumpaq/ 'shoes'. 

1.2. Suprasegmental features 

Stress in Tausug is non-phonemic; it normally falls on the last syllable of a word. 
Length is phonemic; it contrasts with its absence in words like /qirpun/ 'shrimp' and 
/qipun/ 'tooth'. Length is marked by a colon. The other suprasegmental features of pitch 
and juncture are not included in this study. 

1.3. Syllable types 

The syllables in Tausug are of four types: CV, CVC, V and VC. The first two types 
are established on the basis of the following words: /babuy/ 'pig', Aatan/ 'all'. The last 
two types, the V and VC, are established on the basis of words in which vowel sequences 
occur across syllable boundaries: /buaya/ 'crocodile', /saum/ 'under', /taumpaq/ 'shoes'. 

The following vowel sequences occur in Tausug: /ai, au, ua, ui, ia, iu/. /maraiq/ 
'maybe', /saum/ 'under', /dalN/ 'from', /taumpaq/ 'shoes', /tiauq/ 'hid', /piutu/ 'steamed'. 

No syllable beginning with a vowel occurs at the beginning of words in Tausug. 
Thus all words in Tausug start with a consonant. Also, except in a few borrowed words 
like /krismas/ 'Christmas', no syllable in Tausug has two or more consonants before or 
after a vowel. 
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